Incentive in Tuscany

Friday

Arrival APT  Pisa at 12.30. Our Tour Guide will meet the group at the Airport. Bustransfer to a traditional Trattoria on the countryside of Pisa. Lunch based on typical tuscan dishes.

Transfer to the Hotel in Lucca and check in.

Let’s start with a special programme.

Discovering Lucca by bike…
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A unique and amazing route through the most characteristic and almost unknown streets of the old town riding a bicycle to reach the wonderful and fascinating monuments and squares such as: the Cathedral of St. Martino where it lies the ultimate symbol of Christianity in Lucca- the ancient wooden carving of the Holy Face, the Volto Santo; 
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Piazza San Michele, set in the place which originally was the Roman Forum, the Church of San Michele, the unique elliptical shaped Piazza Anfiteatro and the Basilica of San Frediano with the great mosaic work of the 14th century on its front. And than there will be the possibility to take a pleasant ride over the fully intact ring of the ancient Walls which  surrounds the old town.
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 A cocktail will be served on the top of the Torre Guinigi, which is famous for the evergreen oak trees which sprout surprisingly from its summit where the view is beautiful.
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After a little free-time transfer to a typical Restaurant in the rampart of the Renaissance Urban Walls of Lucca. 

We invite at end of the dinner your guests to a special tasting of the “Toscano” together with grappa and chocolate in this typical setting to enjoy a very peculiar experience
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It seems that the so called “Tuscan Cigar” was born by accident in Florence at the end of the ‘700 when a sudden summer downpour soaked several tobacco Kentucky barrels left outside. Aiming not to loose the entire lot, it was decided to use the wet tobacco as filling and this gave birth to the fermented cigar.

The successful acceptance of the fermented tobacco contained in a part of a tobacco leaf persuaded other Florentine artisans to do the same; the invention of such an original cigar, that became immediately very popular, gave a sense of pride to the local producers who decided to call it the Tuscan Cigar. 


A new big Cigar factory was opened at the beginning of the‘800 in Florence and went on until 1930, after that date the production continued in Lucca and Cava de’ Tirreni. With the end of the Second World War the Tuscan Cigar traditional production went on only at the “Tobacco Manufacture” in Lucca  in an old restructured convent in the city centre.


And today the Manufacture of Lucca is still active and keeps producing the Tuscan Cigars with the same technics of three hundred years ago! Passion, care and tradition: this is what gives the Tuscan Cigar (known also simply as the Toscano ) its special and unique taste. 

Transfer to the Hotel.

Saturday
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Transfer to the hills of Lucca. First our guests will visit the Villa Reale, one of the most beautiful villa around Lucca that was the summer residence of Napoleon’s sister and where the famous Niccolò Paganini used to expose his talents. 
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Then the group continues with the wine and eno-gastonomic tour discovering  the Tuscan tradition in an unique taste of its dishes and its typical products. Along the oil and wine‘s itinerary people discover ancient tastes and the culture of our area.

The olive’s cultivation has very old roots in the countryside around Lucca and therefore extra virgin oil is one of most characteristic and famous products in the province. Lucca oil’s reputation is known beside national borders thanks to its flavour ’s uniqueness (“fruttato”, intense and spicy), but even for its colour (yellow with green reflections) and morethanless for the incredible fragrance..

Even the wine is a great  source of pride for the town, from the fourth century is noteworthy the fame of lucchese wines not only by side of Chianti and Florentine but even because it was very much appreciated by Princes and Popes.

From the villa we arrive in a lucchese typical farm with panoramic position.
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Our guests can start with the cooking event. The whole group will take part to the preparation of a handmade Pasta and some other typical tuscan dishes. Tasting of the intense flavour of the farmers products thanks to an inviting wine and oil tasting. 

Lunch and visit to the historical cellars and the olive press discovering the old techniques of farmers. 

After lunch we will drive back to the hotel. Time free to Relax.
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The transfer form the Hotel to Carrara along the coast will take you to a completely different atmosphere, the White Mountains, the Mountains where since ever we extract the famous Marble of Carrara, appreciated all over the world.

We will drive through the valley to reach the top of the quarries and there we will appreciate the Open air Museum of Fantiscritti where we will discover the history of the Marble extraction from the Roman Times to nowadays. 

Tour with Jeeps through the marble quarries to the top of the mountains to have a special panorama over the caves and the seaside. Suggestive visit of a “Tunnel quarry”.

Dinner in a “Marble Worker Trattoria”, with Carrara specialties.

Transfer to the Hotel.

Sunday
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Check out and Transfer to Pisa. Amazing boat trip on the river Arno seeing Pisa from an unusual point of view. Guided tour of the ancient part of the town, with the old University, the market square, Piazza dei Cavalieri and of Duomo and Piazza del Duomo, also called Piazza dei Miracoli, it represents one of the most breathtaking sites in all Europe for the extraordinary harmony which unifies its array of magnificent monuments like the Leaning Tower, the Baptistry and the Camposanto. 

Free time and transfer to the airport for the departure at 12.55

